
            V 

                                                                                                             

 
Table of Contents 
 
Dedication …………………………………………………………………………………...  III 
Acknowledgments…………………………………………………………………………....  IV 
Table of Contents…………………………………………………………………………..... V 
List of Figures……………………………………………………………………………….. VII 
List of Tables………………………………………………………………………………... VIII
Acronyms and Abbreviations……………………………………………………………….. IX 
Abstract……………………………………………………………………………………… X 
Abstract (In Arabic)…………………………………………………………………………. XI 
  
Chapter 1: Prologue  
1.1 Definition of the Target Area…………………………………………………………….  2 
1.2 Research Theme and Context……………………………………………………………  5 
1.3 Research Goals and Outputs…………………………………………………………….. 9 
1.4 Research Organization…………………………………………………………………...  10 
  
Chapter 2: Contextual Background  
2.1 Urban Geo-political Intervention………………………………………………………... 14 
2.1.1 Sub-Regional Context………………………………………………………………….  14 
2.1.2 Urbicide and Infrastructure Warfare in Bethlehem Area……………………………… 17 
2.1.3 Flexible Frontier……………………………………………………………………….. 19 
2.2 Socio-economic and Environmental Interventions……………………………………… 25 
2.2.1 Spatial Re-Distribution and Geo-Demography………………………………………... 25 
2.2.2 Mobility of People and Goods………………………………………………………… 27 
2.2.3 Agricultural Base at Risk……………………………………………………………… 29 
2.4 Planning System……………………………………………………………………........ 31 
2.5 Summary………………………………………………………………………………… 32 
  
Chapter 3: Methodological Frameworks  
3.1 Research Questions……………………………………………………………………… 34 
3.1.1 Main Question…………………………………………………………………………. 34 
3.1.2 Secondary Questions…………………………………………………………………... 34 
3.2 Research Strategy and Framework…………………………………………………........ 35 
3.2.1 Case Study Approach………………………………………………………………….. 37 
3.2.2 Research Propositions…………………………………………………………………. 39 
3.2.3 Q-squared Methods……………………………………………………………………. 40 
3.3 Data Collection and Analysis……………………………………………………….........  41 
  
Chapter 4: Theoretical Frameworks  
4.1 Notions of Sustainable Development in Urban Planning Literature…………………….  44 
4.2 Principles of Smart Growth……………………………………………………………… 49 
4.2.1 Mixed Land-Uses……………………………………………………………………… 51 
4.2.2 Compact Design……………………………………………………………………...... 52 
4.2.3 Provide A Variety of Transportation Choices……………………………………….... 53 



            VI 

                                                                                                             

4.3 Urban Sprawl: A Destructive Vying for Space……………………………………......... 56 
4.4 Compact City Model………………………….……………………………………......... 61 
4.5 Community Participation………………………………………………………………...  70 
4.6 Summary…………………………………………………………………………………  75 
  
Chapter 5: Urbanization Trends and Sprawl in Bethlehem Area  
5.1 Urbanization in Bethlehem Area………………………………………………………... 76 
5.2 Morphology of Urban Human Settlements in Bethlehem Area…………………………. 80 
5.3 Patterns of Urban Human Settlements in Bethlehem Area………………………………  82 
5.4 Urban Sprawl in Bethlehem Area………………………………………………………..  89 
5.4.1 Measuring Urban Sprawl in Bethlehem Area…………………………………………. 90 
5.4.2 Urban Sprawl Modeling in Bethlehem Area………………………………………….. 93 
5.5 Summary…………………………………………………………………………………  94 
  
Chapter 6: Strategizing A Sustainable Urban Growth Scenario for Bethlehem Area  
6.1 Sustainability within the Palestinian Context…………………………………………… 95 
6.2 Growth Projection Scenarios……………………………………………………………. 97 
6.2.1 Population Projection………………………………………………………………….. 97 
6.2.2 Built-up Area Projection…………………………………………………………......... 102 
6.2.3 Net Urban Density Projection…………………………………………………………. 103 
6.3 Land for Future Urban Growth…………………………………………………………..   104 
6.3.1 Needed and Available Land Area for Urban Growth………………………………….  104 
6.3.2 Suitable Land Area for Urban Growth………………………………………………… 107 
6.4 Bethlehem City-region: The Regional City Model……………………………………… 121 
6.5 Summary………………………………………………………………………………… 128 
  
Chapter 7: Framework for Promoting A Sustainable Urban Growth Strategy  
7.1 Enable the Environment………………………………………………………………….  129 
7.2 Key Recommendations………………………………………………………………….. 132 
7.3 Epilogue………………………………………………………………………………….  136 
  
Sources and Bibliography…………………………………………………………………. 139 
  
Appendices…………………………………………………………………………………… 148 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


